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Purpose of Report 
 
1. To consider an application by Mrs. Stephanie Walters, Mitigation Co-ordinator OCA 

Insurance Ltd., on behalf of the Insured of 44, Grangefield Drive, Rothley LE7 7NB to 
fell an oak tree T1 situated at that property. 

 
Background 
 

2. The oak T1 is protected by an Area Order (5.2ha) that includes broadleaf and conifer 
trees located in the gardens of 67 residential properties on Homefield Lane and 
Grangefield Drive, Rothley. 

 
Consultations 
 
Borough Council  
 
3. No objection to the proposal.  
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Parish Council 
 
4. Objects to the proposed felling of the oak T1 on the grounds of loss of amenity.  

 
Local Member  
 
5. Mr. P. C. Osborne CC - No comments received.  
 
Local Residents 
 
6. A resident has objected to the removal of the oak on the grounds of loss of amenity.  
 
Issues 
 

7. The Applicant proposes to fell the oak tree T1 as a remedy to the differential 
foundation movement at the Insured’s property and to ensure the long term stability 
of the building. The removal of the tree will limit the extent and need for expensive 
(up to £100,000) and disruptive engineering repair works at the Insured’s property.  

 
8. An Engineering Appraisal report from 2017 on the damage to the property at 44 

Grangefield Drive stated that the main area of damage  is to the left half of the house 
and takes the form of internal and external diagonal cracking up to 3mm in width. The 
pattern of damage indicates a mechanism of downwards movement to the rear left 
hand corner of the house. The damage is classified as slight.  

 
9. Site investigations comprising of a trail pit /borehole to the rear left hand side of the 

house found that the foundations are 850mm in depth constructed on stiff, silty clay. 
Live roots to 10mm in diameter were found below the foundations to a depth of 3.1m. 
The live roots were identified as oak. Soil analysis confirmed that the clay beneath 
the foundations had a medium shrinkage potential with a plasticity index ranging from 
21-37%. The soil moisture readings were found to be consistently lower nearest to 
the oak tree T1.  

 
10. The engineering report was of the opinion that the cracking damage to the house has 

occurred due to clay shrinkage subsidence. This has been caused by moisture 
extraction by the roots of the oak tree T1 altering the moisture content of the clay, 
resulting in volume changes, which in turn have caused the foundation to move 
downwards resulting cracking to the brick work.  

 
11. Level monitoring of the house has been undertaken over 12 months showing that the 

downward movement of the foundations occurs from June to September with 
recovery in October to May. This indicates that the oak tree T1 when it is in leaf is 
taking up sufficient moisture from the clay sub soil to cause shrinkage.  

 
12. The OCA Arboricultural report assessed the oak tree T1 located 6.4m from the rear 

elevation of the house as having a stem diameter of 79cm and a height of 20.0m. 
The tree appears to have no significant faults. The report concludes that the 
abstraction of water by the roots of the oak tree T1 is the principle cause of the 
changes in volume of the sub soil and the subsequent downwards movement of the 
foundations. 

 
13. Crown reduction of the oak tree T1 that is in close proximity to the house is not 

considered to provide a reliable or sustainable means of mitigating the damage to the 
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house. In addition root barriers have not been found to be effective in preventing 
subsidence damage. 

 
14. The Applicant would be able to claim compensation for any loss or damage over 

£500 that has been caused by or incurred in consequence of a refusal of consent to 
fell the oak T1 by the County Council.  

 
15. The oak tree T1 can be partly viewed from Grangefield Drive and Paget Close. 

 
16. The rear garden has depth of 13.0m and width of up 40.0m. It is surrounded on the 

south and east boundary by mature trees. There is insufficient space to plant a 
replacement oak tree that would not in time have the potential to cause subsidence 
damage to the house.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Oak T1 viewed from Grangefield 
Road  

Oak T1 viewed from rear garden  

Oak T1 viewed from rear garden 
showing rear elevation of house 
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Equality and Human Rights Implications 

 
16. There are no discernible equality and human rights implications.  

 
Conclusion 
 
17. The oak tree T1 has been identified as the cause of subsidence and structural 

damage to the house. The removal of the tree will allow the soil moisture levels to 
stabilise reducing the downward movement of the house foundations. It would then 
be possible to carry out the necessary repair work to the cracked brickwork.  

 
18. It is considered that crown reduction of the oak tree T1 or the construction of root 

barriers are not a reliable or sustainable means of reducing subsidence damage to 
the house.  

 
19. The removal of the oak tree T1 would have a minor detrimental impact on the 

amenity of the area.  
 

20. There is insufficient space in the rear garden to plant a replacement oak tree.  
 
Recommendations 
 
21. It is recommended that Consent is granted to fell the oak tree T1. 
 
 
 
 

Internal cracking on rear wall  

Internal cracking on rear wall  
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Reason for Recommendations  
 
22. The oak tree T1 has been identified as the cause of subsidence and structural 

damage to the house. The removal of the tree will prevent further cracking damage to 
the house and allow repairs to be undertaken.  

 
Background Papers 
 

The background paper referred to in this report is held on Environment and Transport 
files 2018/TPO/0050/LCC. 

 
Circulation Under the Local Issues Alert Procedure 
 
Mr. P. C. Osborne CC 
 
Officers to Contact 
 

Mr. Andrew Shaw        
Landscape Officer 
Environment and Transport Dept. 
Tel. 0116 305 7061 
Andrew.shaw@leics.gov.uk 
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